72

ADIKTOLOGY

ADDICTION-SPECIFIC EDUCATION

PRAHA SE STALA HOSTITELKOU DRUHE MEZINARODNI KONFERENCE UNIVERZIT VZDELAVAJICICH

PRAGUE HOSTED THE SECOND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF UNIVERSITIES PROVIDING
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Vazené kolegyné a kolegové, pratelé,

rok 2017 se nezadrzitelné chyli ke svému konci a druhé ¢islo
éasopisu Adiktologie je celé vénovéano tématu alkoholu jak
z klinické, tak verejnozdravotni perspektivy. Tématu se bu-
de vénovat vice jak druhy editorial, tak dopliujici texty ma-
pujici zivot a dilo mj. vyznamnych historickych osobnosti
stojicich pri vzniku tGstavni 1lé¢by zavislosti na alkoholu na
prelomu 19. a 20. stoleti v ¢eskych zemich, kterymi byli pa-
ter Konatik a doktor Simsa. Rad bych proto editorial véno-
val reflexi aktualniho a pro budouci vyvoj naseho oboru zce-
la zasadniho a unikatniho momentu, kterym je posun v uni-
verzitnim vzdélavani profesionalta v zavislostech. Tém jsme
si postupné v deském prostiedi zvykli ¥ikat adiktologové’,
vytvorili jsme si zde postupné svij vlastni komplexni model
univerzitniho vzdélavani véetné praktické klinické pripra-
vy (Miovsky et al., 2016) a dosahli jsme legislativniho ukot-
veni této profese ve zdravotnictvi.

Silna profesni zdkladna také prispéla k tomu, Ze se
Ceské republika stala hostitelskou zemi pro historicky dru-
hou konferenci svétové asociace univerzit vzdélavajicich ty-
to odborniky, kterd vznikla v breznu v roce 2016 v Honolulu
v USA. Jak jsem jiz o této udalosti kratce referoval v jiném
editorialu (Miovsky, 2016), jedna se o International Consor-
tium of Universities on Drug Demand Reduction (ICUDDR).
Jeho vznik je tzce spojen se skupinou univerzit dlouhodo-
bé vyvijejicich a implementujicich mezinarodni kurikula
UTC (Universal Treatment Curriculum) a UPC (Univer-
sal Prevention Curriculum). Druhy ro¢nik konference
(www.icuddr.com)® se stal ale pro skupinu velkou vyzvou.
Bylo a je zfejmé, Ze se kli¢ovym momentem stalo pozvani
a §irsi vyzva adresovand univerzitdm po celém svété k set-
kéni, jehoZ cilem je sdileni a vyména zkuSenosti s univerzit-
nim vzdélavanim profesionald v zavislostech. Nékteré zemé
za sebou maji dlouhéa desetileti a bohaté zkusenosti na tom-
to poli. Velka Briténie nebo Spojené staty patii bezesporu
mezi leadery a prakopniky v oboru. Soucasné se vSak obje-

1/ Anglicky jazyk zacal uzivat pojmy jako ,substance use professionals” ne-
bo ,addiction professionals” a podobné.

2/ Internetové stranky www.icuddr.com vznikly p&vodné pro potfeby kon-
ference a jejich Ucastnikl. Nyni prochézeji rekonstrukef, postupné budou trans-
formovény na internetové stranky Konsorcia a budou nabizet informace jak pro
¢lenské univerzity a jejich partnery, tak pro Sirsi odbornou vefejnost.
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Dear colleagues, dear friends,

This second issue of Adiktologie in 2017 is entirely dedi-
cated to the issue of alcohol, addressed from both the clini-
cal and public health perspectives. This topic will be ex-
plored in more detail by the second editorial, as well as the
supplementary texts dealing with the life and work of the
distinguished historic personalities who at the turn of the
19"™ and 20" centuries laid the foundations of institutional
alcohol addiction treatment in the Czech lands, namely Fa-
ther Konarik and Dr. Simsa.

I would like the present editorial to reflect on a recent
ground-breaking shift in the university-level education of
addiction professionals’ which will have a major impact on
the future development of our field.

In the course of time, Czech addiction science, referred
to as addictology, has developed a comprehensive model of
university education, including practical clinical training,
of its own (Miovsky et al., 2016). It has also managed to
have this profession embedded within the healthcare sys-
tem in legislative terms. This strong professional base con-
tributed to the Czech Republic becoming the host country
for what was historically the second conference of the world
association of universities providing addiction-specific edu-
cation, the International Consortium of Universities on
Drug Demand Reduction (ICUDDR), founded in Honolulu,
USA, in March 2016 (see also Miovsky, 2016). Its origin
is closely related to a group of universities which have
been developing and implementing the UTC (Universal
Treatment Curriculum) and UPC (Universal Prevention
Curriculum) international curricula. The second conference
(www.icuddr.com)® was intended to be the key moment be-
cause of its intended scope, viewed as a significant chal-
lenge for the group. Universities from around the globe
were invited to participate in this meeting aimed at sharing
and exchanging experience of university education for ad-
diction professionals. Some countries have gone a long way

1/ Also referred to as “substance use professionals”; cf. the term “ad-
dictologist” used in the Czech setting.

2/ The www.icuddr.com website was originally created for the conference
and its participants. It is currently under reconstruction. The idea is that it will be
transformed into the website of the Consortium and offer information to member
universities and their partners, as well as to the broader professional community.



vuji zemé, které nezustaly v nicem pozadu a vytvorily a im-
plementovaly své vlastni, pivodni modely vzdélavani a ku-
rikula. Nékteré z téchto zemi souéasné nezustaly pouze pri
teoretickém vzdélavani ¢i védecké prupravé, ale vytvorily
podobné jako Ceska republika vlastni model také pro klinic-
kou pripravu a trénink. Nékteré pak sly dokonce tak dale-
ko, Ze umoznily legislativni vznik nové profese a posunuly
latku implementace téz primo do roviny jasného ukotveni
nové profesni skupiny mezi ostatni zdravotnické a socidlni
profese. Logicky vznikla diskuse o profilu téchto programd,
vystupech z uéeni (learning outcomes) a kvalifikaci jejich
absolventtd. ICUDDR se stalo iniciativou majici ambici oslo-
vit tyto proudy a vytvorit novou komunikaéni platformu ur-
¢enou specificky pravé univerzitnim poskytovatelim vzdé-
lavéni. Proces jejich sitovani pak souéasné podporit nejen
dovnit¥, mezi nimi navzijem, ale také ven, tedy smérem
k vét§im mezindrodnim organizacim, agenturdm a sitim,
jako je Svétova zdravotnickd organizace (WHO), Urad OSN
pro drogy a kriminalitu (UNODC), Evropské monitorovaci
centrum pro drogy a drogové zavislosti (EMCDDA), Inter-
national Society of Addiction Journal Editors (ISAJE) a od-
bornym spole¢nostem, jako je Spoleénost pro vyzkum v pre-
venci (SPR), Evropska spoleénost pro vyzkum v prevenci
(EUSPR), International Society of Substance Use Professio-
nals (ISSUP), Society for the Study of Addiction (SSA) atd.
Prazska konference konand ve dnech 19.-21. éervna 2017
se diky tomu stala skuteéné prelomovym milnikem spoje-
nym s otazniky, zda je mozné v tak kratkém éase od vzniku
celé iniciativy dosdhnout n&jaké sirsi odezvy.

S odstupem ¢asu a z mnoha zpétnych vazeb se zda, ze
se zamér nds vSech jako organizatord zdaril. Jiz zahdjeni
samotné konference nenechalo nikoho na pochybach, zZe by-
chom akci podcenili. Za Karlovu univerzitu osobné dorazil
prorektor pro mezinarodni spolupraci Jan Skrha (obr. Ia—d)

Obrazek / Figure 1a. Jan Skrha (na foto zcela vlevo) v diskusi t&sné pfed

slavnostnim ceremonidlem s (od leva) Michalem Miovskym, Joannou
Travis, Brianem Moralesem a Giovannou Campello

Jan Skrha (on the very left) in a discussion with (from left to right) Michal
Miovsky, Joanna Travis, Brian Morales, and Giovanna Campello just before
the formal ceremony
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in this respect and can build upon long-term experience.
For example, the United Kingdom and the United States
have undoubtedly been leaders and pioneers in the field.
There are also countries which have by no means lagged be-
hind and developed and implemented their own, original
models of education and curricula. Some of these countries
went beyond the theoretical knowledge or scientific train-
ing by proceeding, like the Czech Republic, to design their
own models for clinical training. Others’ efforts even made
it possible to establish a legal basis for the new profession
and advanced the implementation process onto the level of
the new professional domain being formally integrated
among other health and social professions. Logically, such
developments triggered a discussion about the profiles of
such programmes, their learning outcomes, and the qualifi-
cations of their graduates.

The ICUDDR has become an initiative which aspires
to address these movements and create a new communica-
tion platform intended specifically for university-based ed-
ucation providers. Its ambition is to foster networking
among them, but also to look outwards, in order to establish
liaison with major international organisations, agencies,
and networks, such as the World Health Organisation
(WHO), the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime
(UNODC), the European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and
Drug Addiction (EMCDDA), the International Society of
Addiction Journal Editors (ISAJE), and professional associ-
ations such as the Society for Prevention Research (SPR),
the European Society for Prevention Research (EUSPR),
the International Society of Substance Use Professionals
(ISSUP), and the Society for the Study of Addiction (SSA).
Thus, the Prague conference, held from 19 to 21 July 2017,
became a true milestone, despite the shadow of a doubt
whether any larger response is possible within such a short
time since the initiative was launched.

Obrazek / Figure 1b. Brian Morales

Obrazek / Figure 1c. Alexandra Hill
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a za ICUDDR jeden z jeho duchovnich otct Brian Morales
(INL/US Department of State). Spolu s nimi pak akci zaha-
jila Giovanna Campello (UNODC), Alexandra Hill (CICAD)
a Marica Ferri za EMCDDA. Zd4 se, Ze cela myslenka rezo-
novala s mnoha doposud probéhlymi aktivitami, Gvahami
a ambicemi, které se na poli vzdélavani v adiktologii za po-

slednich nékolik desetileti objevily.

s Ucastniky konference
Marica Ferri (on the left) and Giovanna Campello in discussion with
conference participants

Obrazek / Figure 2. Roger Peters Obrazek / Figure 3. Richard Spoth

ICUDDR na misté predstavilo nékolik soucasnych
dkolu a aktivit, pro které je zasadni vznik paterni struktury
regionalnich koordinaénich center (obr. 2, 3 a 4). V samos-
tatném bloku tak byly predstaveny zakladni ideje a vycho-
diska pro dalsi préci za Spojené staty, tedy koordinaéni cen-
trum v rdmci Iowa State University (Richard Spoth) a Uni-
versity of South Florida (Roger Peters). Za Evropu bylo
predstaveno koordinacni centrum pri Karlové univerzité
(Michal Miovsky). Zasadni roli pak pro univerzity v Asii
hraje jeden z dalSich organizdtord konference Colombo
plan, jehoZ reprezentantka (Veronica Felipe) mj. zminila ta-
ké vznikly mezinarodni systém uznédvani kvalifikaci a certi-
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With hindsight, and on the basis of much feedback, it
seems that the objective of all of us who organised the event
was accomplished. The very opening of the conference left
nobody in doubt about the high-profile nature of the event.
Jan Skrha, Vice-Rector for International Affairs, attended
in person on behalf of Charles University (Fig. 1Ia—-d) and
the ICUDDR was represented by one of its masterminds,
Brian Morales (INL/US Department of State). Additional
opening speeches were presented by Giovanna Campello
(UNODC), Alexandra Hill (CICAD) and Marica Ferri of the
EMCDDA. The central idea of the event seemed to be in line
with a number of previous activities, considerations, and
ambitions which emerged in recent decades in the domain
of addiction-specific education.

At the conference, the ICUDDR presented several cur-
rent tasks and activities which require the establishment of
a backbone structure comprising regional coordination cen-
tres (Fig. 2, 3, and 4). In a dedicated session, the United
States, specifically the coordination centre at Iowa State
University (Richard Spoth) and the University of South
Florida (Roger Peters), introduced their general ideas and
background for future work there. The European coordina-
tion centre at Charles University was introduced by Michal
Miovsky. The Colombo Plan, another organiser of the event,
plays a pivotal role for universities in Asia. Its representa-
tive, Veronica Felipe, mentioned the international
credentialing and education system, ICCE, administered
by the Colombo Plan. This session included a paper summa-
rising the results of the dissertation project of our doctoral
student, Amalie Pavlovskd, who has been mapping the cur-
rent addiction-specific university programmes around the
globe. Some of the results, e.g. those about Europe, have
been published in print (Pavlovska et al., 2016), with more
reports being prepared.

One of the focal points of the conference was a discus-
sion and presentation of the latest developments as regards
the design of both the international curricula, the UPC and
UTC. Expected and invited workshops and papers deliv-
ered by their key originators and advocates met everybody’s
expectations to the full. Zili Sloboda and Richard Spoth

Obrazek / Figure 4. Z diskuse ke koordinaénim centrdm (zleva) Michal
Miovsky, Brian Morales, Richard Spoth a Roger Peters
From a discussion on coordination centres, (from left to right) Michal

Miovsky, Brian Morales, Richard Spoth, and Roger Peters



fikaénich zkousek ICCE, ktery Colombo plan zabezpecuje.
V této ¢asti jsme mj. predstavili vysledky diserta¢niho pro-
jektu nasi doktorské studentky Amalie Pavlovské, ktera
mapuje soucasné adiktologické univerzitni programy po ce-
16m svéts. Cast vysledki, napi. za Evropu, jiZ byla také pub-
likovana (Pavlovska et al., 2016) a pripravovany jsou dalsi.

Obrazek / Figure 5a. Workshop UPC (Universal Prevention Curriculum),
prednaseji Zili Sloboda a Richard Spoth

UPC (Universal Prevention Curriculum) Workshop, presentation by Zili
Sloboda and Richard Spoth

Jednim z ohnisek programu konference byla diskuse
a predstaveni novinek spojenych s vyvojem obou meziné-
rodnich kurikuli, UPC a UTC. Oc¢ekévané a poptavané work-
shopy a prezentace od klicovych tvirca a aktért splnily be-
zezbytku oéekavani. Zili Sloboda s Richardem Spothem
(obr. 5a) byli doslova v obleZeni zejména evropskych zastup-
cu univerzit, nebot prevence a jeji univerzitni kurikulum
UPC se stala hlavnim tahdkem. Pfispél tomu i jeden z vel-
kych evropskych projekta UPC-Adapt, do kterého je zapoje-
n4 také Ceska republika a ktery navazuje na skvélou tradi-
ci predchozi spoluprace evropskych zemi na projektu
EUDAP (European Drug Addiction Prevention Trial). Poza-
du nezustali ale ani zdstupci programut pro vzdélavani v 1é¢-
bé (UTC kurikulum), kde Igor Koutsenok (University of Ca-
lifornia San Diego) (obr. 5b) neztstal nic dluzen své povésti
skvélého a vtipného recnika, ktery se nevyhyba citlivym té-
matam a bravurné vysvétluje a priblizuje jinak komplikova-
na a zavazna témata. Velky podil na duspéchu vSech prezen-
taci a celkovém hladkém prabéhu konference pak méla skvé-
14 moderatorka a pruvodkyné programem dr. Melody Heaps
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(Fig. 5a) found themselves virtually besieged by represen-
tatives of European universities in particular, as preven-
tion and its university curriculum (UPC) turned out to be the
“top of the bill”. The extraordinary interest in this topic was
also due to a major European project, UPC-Adapt, which
the Czech Republic is also involved in and which follows the
line of excellent previous collaboration between European
countries under the EUDAP (European Drug Addiction
Prevention Trial) project. The contributions by the repre-
sentatives of treatment-related education programmes (the
UTC curriculum) were equally appealing. For example, Igor
Koutsenok (University of California in San Diego) (Fig. 5b)
definitely lived up to his reputation as an excellent and witty
speaker who does not avoid sensitive topics and brilliantly
explains and elaborates on complex and serious issues.
Finally, much of the success of all these papers and the gen-
erally smooth running of the conference should be credited
to an excellent moderator and presenter, Dr. Melody Heaps
(a consultant to the Colombo Plan) (Fig. 6). It was good to
have such an experienced facilitator to deal with the com-
plexity of the topics. Indeed, the diversity of linguistic and
cultural meanings pertaining to different educational set-

tologie 2, 5,

Obrazek / Figure 5b. Igor Koutsenok Obrazek / Figure 6. Melody Heaps

na pfednasce k UTC (Universal
Treatment Curriculum)

lgor Koutsenok at the presentation
on the UTC (Universal Treatment
Curriculum)

tings made some of the discussions very challenging. Inter
alia, the conference participants sought answers to ques-
tions about the relationship between universities, addic-
tion-specific university programmes, and, in particular,
their graduates on the one hand and the existing or emerg-
ing international professional networks and associations on
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(consultant to Colombo Plan) (obr. 6). Obtiznost a slozitost
témat byly myslim skute¢né vyzvou i pro tak zkuseného fa-
cilitatora. Rtznorodost jazykovych a kulturnich vyznamu
v naSem vzdélavani ¢inila nékteré diskuse skuteéné velmi
naroéné. Utastnici konference hledali mimo jiné odpovédi
na otazky, jaky vztah maji univerzity, univerzitni adiktolo-
gické programy a predevsim pak jejich absolventi k existuji-
cim ¢i vznikajicim mezindrodnim strukturam a odbornym
spoleénostem. Naprosto skvélé a do kontextu zasazené pre-
zentace kolegti z Association for Addiction Professionals
(NAADAC) a Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMSHA) myslim jasné ukédzaly moznosti
a perspektivy této spoluprace. Nové vznikl4 mezinarodni
asociace adiktologia ISSUP pak nejen svym programem
a profilem naznacuje mnohé pro smérovani absolventd uni-
verzitnich obord, ale také diky nasi konferenci naznacila
moznosti spoluprédce v oblasti zapojeni studentt, student-
skych asociaci atd. Jeff Lee a Joanna Travis (obr. 7) velmi
zdarile predstavili souéasny profil spoleénosti, ktera se sta-
la jednim z kli¢ovych partneru asociace univerzit ICUDDR
a pojala pohled na profesi adiktologa velmi integrativnim
a modernim zptusobem.

Zvlastni skupinu prezentaci a workshopu tvorili po-
zvani prednasejici (Invited speakers), z nichz ¢ast tvorila
program predkonferenéniho dne (pondéli 19. ¢ervna). Pro-
stfednictvim zdarilého workshopu byla mj. oteviena disku-
se o spolupréci s Asociaci editort adiktologickych ¢asopist
(ISAJE). Workshop vedli past-president Richard Pates se

Obrazek / Figure 7. Béhem poledni pfestavky se najde ¢as i na SMS

(Joanna Travis) a na kréatkou diskusi a pobaveni — Jeff Lee (uprostied)
s Amalii Pavlovskou

A lunch break can also be used to send text messages (Joanna Travis)
or share a funny story — Jeff Lee with Amalie Pavlovska

soucasnym prezidentem Michalem Miovskym (obr. 8). Na
né pak navazoval svoji prezentaci jeden z leadru tvaréi aka-
demické skupiny z Nového Zélandu Peter Adams (Universi-
ty of Auckland), kde vznikl vyukovy program a kurikulum
velmi podobné tuzemské adiktologii. Pravé Peter Adams
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the other hand. The potential and outlook for such liaison
was clearly outlined in truly excellent and contextualised
presentations by our colleagues from the Association for
Addiction Professionals (NAADAC) and the Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
(SAMSHA). The mission and vision of the recently estab-
lished international association of substance use profes-
sionals, ISSUP, implies much in terms of the future orienta-
tion of the graduates of relevant university programmes.
Thanks to our conference, possible ways of collaborating as
regards the involvement of students and student associa-
tions were also set out. Jeff Lee and Joanna Travis (Fig. 7)
provided a great description of the current profile of the or-
ganisation, which, with its highly integrative and modern

Department of Addict

Obrazek / Figure 8. Richard Pates (vlevo), Michal Miovsky a Peter Adams
Richard Pates (on the left), Michal Miovsky, and Peter Adams

approach to addiction professionals, has become one of the
key partners of the ICUDDR.

A special group of papers and workshops, some of
which comprised the programme of the pre-conference ses-
sions (Monday 19" June), was presented by invited speak-
ers. A workshop facilitated by Richard Pates and Michal
Miovsky (Fig. 8), the past and present presidents, respec-
tively, of the International Society of Addiction Journal Ed-
itors (ISAJE), opened a discussion about the potential for
collaboration with this association. This was followed by
a presentation by Peter Adams, one of the leaders of a cre-
ative academic group from the University of Auckland, New
Zealand, where a learning programme and curriculum very
similar to the Czech concept of addictology was designed. It
was Peter Adams who recently published (Adams et al.,
2017) a valuable analysis of the development of their
programme which may make any university providing an
addiction-specific clinically-oriented programme want to
address some relevant questions (what should the scope
and format of students’ practical training be, does this
training reflect the needs of practice and employers, what
jobs does this training qualify the graduates for?). In an-
other presentation, Xavier Ferrero (University of Barce-



nedavno publikoval (Adams et al., 2017) velmi cennou ana-
Iyzu a reflexi vyvoje jejich programu, otevirajici citliva té-
mata pro jakoukoli univerzitu s adiktologickym, klinicky
zamérenym programem (jak rozsdhla a jak pojatd ma byt
prakticka priprava studentu, reflektuje tato priprava pot-
Teby praxe a zaméstnavateld, jaké uplatnéni absolventi na-
chazeji, atd.). Nesmirné zajimava byla také prezentace
kolegy Xaviera Ferrera (University of Barcelona) s velmi
poutavym vykladem dlouhé historie vyvoje $panélskych
univerzitnich adiktologickych programu.

Zasadnim momentem celé konference, jak jiz bylo na-
znaceno vyse, bylo predstaveni regionalnich koordinaénich
center a jejich skupin (viz obr. 2, 3 a 4). Predpokladame po-
stupny vznik center pro dalsi regiony. Ukazuje se, Ze pravé
v téchto skupinach jiz nyni existuje velky potenciél pro dal-
$irozvoj a nékteré z nich jiz dnes realizuji sva setkani a tvo-
71 vlastni strategie rozvoje. Je zrejmé, Ze pro univerzity
zity v Evropé a opac¢né. Ruzny kulturni, historicky i ekono-
micky a policky kontext a podminky, stejné jako geografické
vzdéalenosti, budou bezpochyby parametry ovliviiujici vyvoj
studijnich programu, stejné jako samotn4d situace mezi uzi-
vateli ndvykovych latek a epidemiologické situace v ruz-
nych zemich. Budou to ¢asto predevsim mistni a regionalni
potreby, které budou zasadné formovat poptavku a pripad-
nou podporu rozvoje adiktologickych univerzitnich progra-
mu. V tomto sméru mél na pozitivni prabéh i vysledek kon-
ference bezpochyby vliv Colombo plan a jeho predstavitelé
Veronica Felipe a Cindy Biding.

Pevné vérim, ze vznikld institucionalni partnerstvi
i osobni kontakty a pratelstvi, které prazska konference
podporila, budou mit dalsi pokracovani a Ze skutecéné stoji-
me na prahu zdsadnich zmén ve vyvoji univerzitnich vzdé-
lavani, jak naznacuje i derstvé vydana monografie® z autor-
ské dilny editort adiktologickych ¢asopisu (Babor et al.,
2017). Stejné totiz jako akceleruje vyvoj védeckého zajmu
a publikac¢nich aktivit okolo zavislosti a nartsta pocet spe-
cializovanych ¢asopist, odehrava se podobny proces také na
poli vzdélavani pravé v kontextu univerzitnich programu.
Soucasné jsou oba procesy reflexi déni v klinické oblasti
v terénu. Je zrejmé, Ze v pristich letech budeme svédky pok-
racovani tohoto integrac¢niho procesu. Dalsi setkani zastup-
cu univerzit, odbornych spoleénosti a dalSich partnera se
uskuteéni v roce 2018 ve Spojenych statech a organizaéni
role se ujal prof. Igor Koutsenok (University of California,
San Diego). Tésim se tak na setkani jak s nasi, pomalu se
rodici evropskou skupinou programu, tak také se skupina-
mi z jinych regiont a doufam, Ze skvéla atmosféra, pracovni
nasazeni, motivace a otevrenost nasich diskusi budou trva-

3/ Publishing Addiction Science je k dispozici na webovych strénkdch
ISAJE https://www.ubiquitypress.com/site/books/10.56334/bbd/ s pfilohami
na http://www.isaje.net/supplementary-material.html.
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lona) provided a captivating account of the long history of
Spanish addiction university programmes.

As noted above, the crucial moment of the conference
was the presentation of the regional coordination centres
and their groupings (see Fig. 2, 3, and 4). There are pros-
pects of centres for other regions coming into existence. It
has turned out that these groupings have great potential for
further development; some of them are already holding
their own meetings and producing their own development
strategies. Obviously, universities in Asia, for example, find
certain topics more important than their European counter-
parts do and vice versa. Parameters such as different cul-
tural, historical, economic, and political contexts and condi-
tions, as well as geographical distance, will undoubtedly in-
fluence the development of study programmes and so will
the specific situations of different countries in terms of drug
users and epidemiology. It will often be the local and re-
gional needs that will have a significant impact on the shap-
ing of the demand and support for the development of addic-
tion-specific university programmes. In this respect, the
Colombo Plan and its representatives, Veronica Felipe and
Cindy Biding, played a salient role in the positive course
and outcome of the conference.

I strongly believe that the existing institutional part-
nerships and personal contacts and friendships which the
Prague conference affirmed will continue and that we are
really standing on the threshold of major changes in the de-
velopment of university education programmes, as may
also be deduced from a recently published monograph?
authored by a team of addiction journal editors (Babor et
al., 2017). Parallel to the accelerating growth of scientific
interest in addiction and related publication activities,
a similar process is under way with regard to university
curricula. Moreover, both processes reflect the develop-
ments in the clinical sphere. It seems that we are likely to
witness the continuation of this process of integration in the
years to come. The next meeting of representatives of uni-
versities and professional associations and other partners
will take place in the United States in 2018 (Prof. Igor
Koutsenok of the University of California in San Diego un-
dertook to host the event). I certainly look forward to meet-
ing our emerging European group of programmes and the
groups from other regions again and hope that the great at-
mosphere, commitment, motivation, and the openness of
our discussions will remain integral attributes of these ses-
sions. I consider this very important for the benefit of our
students and alumni and something which we can use to fa-
cilitate and improve the development of addiction services.

3/ Publishing Addiction Science is available on the ISAJE website
https://www.ubiquitypress.com/site/books/10.5334/bbd/ with supplementary
material http://www.isaje.net/supplementary-material.html.
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lymi atributy téchto setkani. Myslim, Ze to je dulezité pro
nase studenty a absolventy a Ze to je néco, ¢im muZeme pri-
spét k vyvoji adiktologickych sluzeb a zlepsenti jejich kvali-
ty. V koneéném dusledku jsou to tedy pravé sluzby, je-
jichz kvalita a dostupnost budou tim, co slouzi klientam
a pacientum.

V Praze 19. ¢ervence 2017

prof. PhDr. Michal Miovsky, Ph.D.

Prodékan 1. LF UK a prednosta Kliniky adiktologie
1. LF UK a VFN v Praze

President International Society

of Addiction Journal Editors
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Eventually, these services, their quality and accessibility,
will make a difference for our clients and patients.

Prague 19 July 2017

Prof. Michal Miovsky, Ph.D.
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